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O n May 16, 2023, Louise Ervin Saunders took her last earthly breath

surrounded by loved ones
and joined her family, friends, and Savior in Glory. A resident of Longview since

1963, she was

preceded in death by her husband of 63 years, Jimmy Rogers Saunders, sister
Johnnie Bee

Carr, and brother James E. (Bud) Ervin, Jr.
Louise was born in Norphlet, Arkansas, on March 20, 1929, to Martha “Jewel” Ervin

and James

Edward Ervin, Sr. She later moved to Smackover, Arkansas where she resided until
the family

was transferred to Longview. Although she left Arkansas, she remained a die-hard
Razorback

fan and traveled as often as m possible to catch as many football and basketball

games as she
could. She loved the hogs and could give a “Woo Pigs, Sooie” hog call with the best of

them.
Mrs. Saunders, lovingly called “Aunt Lou” by the Arkansas family, frequently

returned to
Arkansas throughout the year, especially during deer season where she would take

the stand

anytime she was not on kitchen duty for the Saunders Hunting Crew.
Mrs. Saunders was a RN, receiving her training at Warner-Brown Catholic Hospital in

El
Dorado, Arkansas, and was sought after for private duty nursing after graduating due

to her
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tender heart and her love to care for others. She later made the choice to serve her

family by
being a stay-at-home mother and later a very involved “Mamaw.” She fulfilled the

role of a true
family matriarch, complete with a weekly Sunday Dinner featuring famous chocolate

pies,

cobblers, and sheet cakes.
For "Mamaw,” it is safe to say her grandchildren had “most favored” status. She

attended their
countless sporting events and activities. They all had open invitations to spend

Saturday nights

at Mamaw's and Papaw’s house. They did so quite often, but most importantly, she
taught

them about God and how to pray.
Her ministry to others grew through her membership at Calvary Baptist Church and

Greggton

First Baptist Church where she sang in the choir, served as a Sunday School teacher
and Bible

Study leader/participant, and in any ministry involving serving others. Her love of
the Lord was

evident to all, and even in her final days she was quoting scripture, singing hymns,
and raising

her hands in praise. She was a true servant. In her own words, she was “spirit- filled,

blood-
bought and heaven-bound.”

Her legacy will be upheld by: daughter, Gail Wilson of Kilgore; son, Lynn Saunders
and wife

Cathy of Longview; grandson Jeremy Saunders and wife Terrah of Longview;

granddaughter
Cristi Elmore and husband Seth of Carthage; granddaughter Cara McQueen and

husband Cole
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of College Station; and great grandchildren Brooklyn, Riley, Brenlee, Eli, Jacob,

Campbell, and
Savannah. She will also be missed by sister-in-laws Marvene Saunders, Ethyl

Saunders, Ginger
Ervin Taylor and many nieces, nephews and their families.

Special appreciation and love goes out to her caregiver for the last five years, Carolyn Clay.
She and her husband have been caring for Louise like family, allowing her to live in her home

until Jesus called her to her heavenly home.
Also, much love and appreciation goes to Heart-to-Heart Hospice staff for all of their kindness

and to caregivers Daisy Cox, Geneva Johnson, Angie Wilson, and Magan Davis.
Services will be held Monday, May 22, at Greggton First Baptist Church at 1:00, with a 12:00
visitation. Interment will immediately follow at Lakeview Mausoleum.

If you prefer, in lieu of flowers contributions may be made to Heart to Heart Hospice, 100 W
Hawkins Pkwy, Suite A, Longview, TX 75605.
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Visitation

Greggton First Baptist Church

4520 W. Marshall Ave., Longview TX

Funeral Service

Greggton First Baptist Church

4520 W. Marshall Ave., Longview TX

Cemetery Details

Lakeview Memorial Gardens Mausoleum

5000 W. Harrison Rd., Longview TX
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Monday, May 22, 2023

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM CT

Monday, May 22, 2023

1:00 PM CT
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Debbie Moore May 22 at 10:06 AM

Gail, I was so sorry to hear that your mother passed away. I have been hearing about Mawmaw

for several years fromCarolyn but did not know it was your mother. Carolyn always spoke very

highly of your mother. Prayers for you and family. Love Debbie Moore

Kathy Mcmenis May 20 at 10:25 AM

Dearest Gail and Lynn, I have sweet memories of you Mom here in Smackover. Most of them

involved the church. I will always cherish my memories of her. She and Johnnie B. are having a

big time now. Prayers for you and your family. Love, Kathy Smith McMenis

Rader Funeral Home shared a Video.

May 20 at 4:33 AM

DM

KM

JB Janie Biddle posted:

It is heavy heart that I see this obit for Louise. She was one of the first volunteers for Hospice

Longview in the 1980''s. She was loved by everyone she met. I see she was cared for by Heart to

Heart Hospice. How appropriate. I am sure she must have been an inspiration for all who cared for

her. My sincere condolences to her family and friends. She was a very special person to me. She

was one of my first volunteers. Janie Biddle, former Volunteer Director of Hospice Longview.

June 2 at 6:51 PM

Anonymous sent a Sweet Tranquility Basket to the Saunders family.

May 20 at 9:53 AM

ST Sue Thomas posted:

A precious lady who blessed our neighborhood in Smackover with her love for God and her

friendship. You are in our prayers. Glenn and Sue Dodson Thomas

May 20 at 5:15 AM
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BD

Cara Mcqueen May 19 at 3:41 PM

Thank you for sharing this! Sounds like a Mamaw quote. ❤️

Betsy Dunnavant posted:

This sweet lady blessed my heart more than she ever knew! She told me once to “straighten my

crown…that I was a child of the King! “. I saw Jesus in her walk and in her talk! ❤️Betsy Dunnavant

May 19 at 2:59 PM

CM

Anonymous sent an Enchanted Cottage to the Saunders family.

May 18 at 7:29 AM
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Rader Funeral Home shared a Video. May 20 at 4:33 AM

Debbie Moore May 22 at 10:06 AM

Gail, I was so sorry to hear that your mother passed away. I have been hearing about

Mawmaw for several years fromCarolyn but did not know it was your mother. Carolyn always

spoke very highly of your mother. Prayers for you and family. Love Debbie Moore

Kathy Mcmenis May 20 at 10:25 AM

Dearest Gail and Lynn, I have sweet memories of you Mom here in Smackover. Most of them

involved the church. I will always cherish my memories of her. She and Johnnie B. are having

a big time now. Prayers for you and your family. Love, Kathy Smith McMenis

DM

KM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Louise by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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